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treatment is commenced with castor-oil, and later two injections each day are 
given, with possibly the addition of three drops of tincture of opium. Later 
iron and quinine may be useful to combat the anaemia .-—Gazetta degli Ospe- 
dali e delle Cliniehe, 1898, No. 136, p. 1447. 

Treatment of Malignant Pustule. — Dott. Alfredo Gutierrez reports 
upon the use of the serum of sclavo in an instance of this disease. Bacte¬ 
riological examination showed an abundant development of staphylococcus 
aureus with a few bacilli of anthrax, and these presented characteristic culti¬ 
vations, and, injected into a guinea-pig, caused death. The pustule was 
situated over the right side of the jaw of a fourteen-months-old child. Two 
and one-half drachms of serum were injected in the left hypochondrium. 
Two hours later two drachms were injected into the right hypochondrium. 
Improvement in temperature and general condition, and rest followed. Nine 
hours later the first injection was repeated at the same place. The following 
day the child slept well, nursed greedily, and the temperature was still lower. 
The redema and glandular swellings rapidly decreased, and three days later 
convalescence was established. Ten days later but the slightest evidence of 
the site of the pustule could be found. The severity of the disease in this 
instance and its tendency to extend in alarming proportions make note¬ 
worthy the rapid return to normal condition and the speedy subsidence of 
the oedema, which was brought about by only three injections. Comment¬ 
ing upon the reported case of Mendez and Lemos, this quotation from their 
paper is offered in conclusion: “ The curative effect of the serum appears 
within four hours; the oedema begins to diminish and completely disappears 
in about twenty-four hours .”—II Policlinico, 1898, No. 20, p. 488. 

Treatment of Chorea. — Dr. W. Essex Winter states that the first matter 
of importance consists in keeping the child in bed. This is necessitated by 
the tendency to endocarditis, and its value is emphasized by its beneficial 
effect in shortening the disease and bringing about a speedy cure in long¬ 
standing cases. The more useful drugs are antipyrine and arsenic—the first 
in early stages and in acute disease; the latter in later stages and chronic or 
recurrent cases. A disadvantage in the use of the first remedy is that when 
prolonged or administered in large doses it may bring out a pink, erythema¬ 
tous eruption, which may lead to the supposition that the child has measles, 
and sometimes give rise to interruptions in the treatment. The efficiency 
of treatment by arsenic is often marred by insufficiency of dose. In the 
majority of instances the dose of Fowler’s solution must be increased to ten 
or fifteen drops in the course of ten days to a fortnight if the symptoms do 
not decline. Toleration is readily secured, provided that the drug is not 
given in too large a dose at first or the dose increased too rapidly, the medi¬ 
cine always being given, with sufficient dilution, immediately after food. 
In some cases arsenic may he pushed too far and produce a serious neuritis, 
but this is not likely to occur if the patient be kept in bed. In all cases a 
liberal diet is required, but stimulants are unnecessary. The principal com¬ 
plications are endocarditis and pericarditis, which in the acute stage are 
best treated by the salicylates. Barely the movements are so violent and 
continuous as to bring about contusions and abrasions of the skin, with 
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exhaustion, and chloral and the bromides become necessary. The dose should 
be gradually increased until either the symptoms are subdued or physiological 
effects are produced. — Treatment, 1898, No. 17, p. 525. 
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The Histopathology of Psoriasis. —Munro ( Annales de Dermatologie el de 
Syphiligraphie, 1898, No. 11), in order to eliminate all secondary changes, has 
studied the lesions of psoriasis in the earliest stages, and, as the result of the 
examination of 1500 sections taken from six untreated cases, he concludes 
that the disease is not due, as hitherto supposed, to some vice of formation 
of the corneous epidermis, the abnormal keratinization being an essentially 
secondary lesion. The primitive lesions of psoriasis are miliary abscesses of 
the epidermis, situated almost upon the surface of the corneous layer, and 
around these preformed abscesses the epidermic reaction produces a hyper¬ 
keratosis. Although long and carefully searched for no specific micro-organ¬ 
isms were found. 

General Exfoliative Dermatitis (Pityriasis Rubra).— Walter G. Smith 
{British Journal of Dermatology, December, 1898), in a paper read at a meeting 
of the Dermatological Society of London, expresses himself as unable, from 
a general survey of the recorded cases of exfoliative dermatitis, to perceive 
any clearly defined species, but rather a continuous procession advancing from 
local forms to the most extensive, and from the less defined to the most char¬ 
acteristic manifestations of diffuse dermatitis. Exfoliative dermatitis may 
either arise primarily or be engrafted upon a polymorphous basis. No cer¬ 
tain boundary line can be drawn between acute general eczema—possibly also 
psoriasis—and exfoliative dermatitis. It is a question of special vulnera¬ 
bility of the skin in certain individuals to acute, spreading “ catarrhal ” 
inflammation. 

Leukoplakia Oris in Psoriasis and Other Dermatoses.— Schutz {Archiv 
/. Dermatologie und Syphilis , Band xlvi., Heft 3) has observed three cases of 
psoriasis in which there existed at the same time a marked leukoplakia oris. 
As he has seen a similar affection of the mucous membranes in other diseases 
of the skin, accompanied by an increase in cornification, such as tyloma pal- 
marum and chronic scaly eczema of the elbows, he does not regard it as a real 
psoriasis of the mucous membrane. He concludes, however, that the coexist- 
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